Rationale for the administration of acellular pertussis vaccine to parents of infants in the neonatal intensive care unit.
Pertussis infections in the United States are increasing as a consequence of waning immunity and increased surveillance. Those most at-risk of mortality include infants less than 6 months of age and premature infants. The 2006 immunization schedule emphasizes an adolescent pertussis booster at 12 years of age. However, of concern is the current generation of parents and grandparents who will still be un-immunized and therefore, available vectors of pertussis to vulnerable neonates. Given the proximity of parents to medical care in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU), and the potential for severe disease in their children, NICU personnel should consider administration of acellular pertussis vaccine to parents of hospitalized infants.